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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 1 

Expectation: Use capital letters and full stops when punctuating sentences 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

I can recognise a sentence in my reading, and 
say where it starts and ends.  

I can use capital letters and full stops when 
writing a sentence.  

  

I can use commas to separate items in a list. 

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 
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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 2 

Expectation: Use question marks and use commas to separate items in a list 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

I can use capital letters full stops when writing 
a sentence.  

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 

I can use commas to separate items in a list 
and use a question mark appropriately 

  

I can use a comma when I add detail to a 
sentence with a clause at the end. 
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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 3 

Expectation: Clarify meaning through commas 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

I can use commas to separate items in a list 
and use a question mark appropriately 

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 

  

I can use a comma when I add detail to a 
sentence with a clause at the end. 

I can use a comma after starting a sentence 
with an ‘ed’, ‘ing’ or ‘ly’ word.  
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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 4 

Expectation: Use commas to mark clauses 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 

  

I can use a comma when I add detail to a 
sentence with a clause at the end. 

I can use a comma after starting a sentence 
with an ‘ed’, ‘ing’ or ‘ly’ word.  

I can combine three ideas and demarcate the 
first two with commas. 
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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 5 

Expectation: Punctuate a variety of sentences accurately 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 

I can use a comma after starting a sentence 
with an ‘ed’, ‘ing’ or ‘ly’ word.  

I can combine three ideas and demarcate the 
first two with commas. 

I can use commas to demarcate clauses       
accurately.  
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Layered targets for: Punctuation Target group: Year 6 

Expectation: Use punctuation to clarify meaning in complex sentences 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Move up the steps of the ladder to show progress in punctuation.  
Add your dates of achievement in the empty boxes 

I can combine three ideas and demarcate the 
first two with commas. 

I can use commas to demarcate clauses       
accurately.  

I can use a semi-colon to separate two closely 
related main clauses in a sentence. 


